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So goes the song that George Bailey used to serenade his
girl in the1946 film It’s A Wonderful Life. How many lessons
does this movie teach us?

I feel pretty lucky to live where I do and enjoy the quality
of life in our little pocket of town. As I drive down Forest Park
Boulevard each day and see the canopy of trees lining the
street and the charm and character of each house, I feel a
rush of gladness that I’m here.

But change is taking place all around us as old Cowtown
becomes urban Cowtown.

I remember my days as an accident investigator for an oil
and gas company. The job took me to the oil fields of west
Texas, and I found myself having to understand and develop
a rapport with “the fellas.”

Mind you, this girl had never even seen tumbleweed,  and
there I was in the field with a bunch of seasoned roughnecks,
all around the ripe age of 20, faces aged by the sun and
hands hardened by handling heavy tools.

Most of you can guess that a young girl among this
bunch is like raw meat in a tiger’s cage. I had to learn a new
lingo just to understand them ... cathead, Christmas tree,
rathole. The list goes on.

It took me a while to blend in and to eventually earn their
trust, but it was important to develop that relationship for my
job back then.

Fast forward about 20 years, and I’m faced with the issue
of gas drilling in my own community, my neighborhood.

Will it change the quality of life that I now enjoy?  I can
already see some benefits. Revenues that the energy
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Spring bloomed
beautifully at the home of
Simone and John Scott at
1208 Buck Ave.

This is a yard that
captures the glory of spring-
blooming perennials thanks
to the diligence and
knowledge of Simone, a
renowned local gardener.

A proliferation of roses
anchors the yard, with rose
bushes and vines of varying
heights and colors
throughout the front and
side yards. The use of roses
is particularly effective on
the front porch, where the
vines, abundant with
blooms, draped over the
porch railings to give visual
interest to the straight lines
of the porch.

The fascinating thing
passers-by notice each spring
at 1208 Buck is the glorious

��������	�
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����������������

side yard, where Simone has
carefully cultivated a
wonderland of spring-
blooming perennials of
dramatic heights.

Along with the more
typical spring blooms of
moderate height, it’s the tall
larkspurs and poppies that
really wow appreciative
viewers.

Some gardeners have
reported difficulty getting
poppies to grow in the Texas
heat, but Simone advises that
you have to work large
quantities of manure and
compost into the soil to
enable poppies to reach their
potential because they are
such heavy feeders.

In fact, she cautions,
large beds of poppies can
deplete and destroy your

garden soil if you don’t take
pains to replenish the soil’s
nutrients. She also noted
that poppy and larkspur
seeds must be sown in
September, so that they can
winter over before growing
and blooming in the spring.

Last, because poppy
seeds are so very fine,
Simone advises mixing the
seeds with sand before
sowing to ensure proper
broadcasting rather than a
clump of the seeds in one
area, which can inhibit
proper growth after
germination.
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Re the February 2007 edition

The cover story about the decidedly hot
topic of natural gas drilling in the Fort Worth
Basin (oil-industry-speak for the gas-bearing
shale formations deep under us, in our city
and nearby counties) had a different title
when guest columnist Alexia Strout-Dapaz
submitted it.

The editorial board read it, as we all have
by now, and saw a different motif as she
likened our potential “bargain” for drilling
near our neighborhood to a Faustian
decision.

Hot topic, hot headline!

Alexia also mentioned the Grateful Dead
lyric referencing that same creature of the
netherworld. Apparently those images spoke
louder to our editor than Alexia’s original title
of “Mistletoe Heights...may you stay forever
young”, hence our new headline.

While she didn't connect that line to its
lyricist in her story, I feel obliged to say
thanks to old Bob Dylan for penning his
forever-young thoughts. Good tune.

We hope Alexia will send us more guest
columns, as this one was so well-written and
insightful. We are sorry to disappoint her
with the headline edit, but that is our job, to
review and reword as necessary. Her writing
is fluid and inspiring, to me, and I want more
of it.

Re guest columns in general

The life-blood of our newsletter. Hearing
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each other's voices speak passionately about
what moves us. Your editor invites every
resident of any age to speak out. Send your
story, a news item, a remembrance of days
past.

Write a column now and then! Speak
your piece, sound off, rouse a crowd. Make us
smile, heave a sigh. Bring tears to our eyes.

Y'all know what columnists do. They
write. Do it.

You won't be able to see it when it
happens, but if you write a good one, like
Alexia did in February, we'll be sitting in our
homes nodding in appreciation as we read
your thoughts.

Send ’em to me—whatever ya got. I’ll
figure out how to fit it into the newsletter the
best way I can. Submission of your work is
not a guarantee it will be published. We
reserve the right to pass judgment on its
suitability for a neighborhood newsletter.
Editors do edit.

Random thoughts are good, too. Ever
since USAToday got invented, our culture
likes tidbits and factlets more than in-depth
writing. Send us your factoids, too. I have
one, but I’m saving it for a filler.

Mistletoe Express—the hard copy you
hold here in your hand—can't be a weblog
['blog] because it’s printed, on paper.
Hmmm.

Let's make this a ‘we-log,’ a stream of
our thoughts in print. Send ’em on.

Where to send items

I created a mailbox exclusively for
Mistletoe Heights news, with this
conveniently available name:

mistletoenews@yahoo.com   Send
anything you want to share.

Photos

Yes, we always want more of those.
Anyone who snaps a great shot of Mistletoe
Heights anything, send it to the yahoo
mailbox as a JPEG file. Not digital? Call me,
817 924-8674 and leave a message.

Claudia Wilson, editor

mistletoenews@yahoo.com
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Lara Conn
Amy Cook
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Judy Holland
Tracy Hollis
Dick Holmes
Cindy Hoover
Mimi Klotz
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Molly Malone
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Betty Palmer
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COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE

IN SERVING YOU, OUR CLIENT AND NEIGHBOR

2242 Forest Park Boulevard • Fort Worth, Texas 76110 • 817.923.7321

TRUST OUR REPUTATION.
COUNT ON OUR CHARACTER.

H E L E N  PA I N T E R  A S S O C I AT E S  R E A D Y  T O  S E RV E  Y O U

w w w . h e l e n p a i n t e r . c o m

WE KNOW FORT WORTH.

for 48 years. 
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We asked our city council
member about easements.
Wendy Davis’ office sent these
answers. Check the first one
about  what trees are illegal to
plant now. Surprising how
times change! Many big old
trees in our  parkways
(easements) are now illegal
varieties for new plantings.
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Trees and ground cover

may be planted on the
parkway as long as City
guidelines are followed.
Permits for planting trees in
the parkway may be obtained
through the Forestry Section
at 817-871-5738. 

The following trees are
prohibited on city parkways:

• Hackberry

• Sycamore

• Silver Maple

• Mulberry

• Siberian Elm

• Mimosa

• Arizona Ash

• Cottonwood

• Willow

• Bradford Pear
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The adjoining property

owner is responsible for
installation, watering and
maintenance until the trees
are established or for a period
of not less than two years.

They are also responsible for
making sure the planting does
not violate any private deed
restrictions for their
neighborhood, or procuring
any additional approval
needed from any PID, TIF or
Design Review Board that may
govern in their area.
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The Forestry Section is

responsible for the removal of
hazardous limbs and trees on
city property, including the
parkway.
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Trees are removed only

when they are dead or a
threat to the public.

A Forester can issue a
permit to a property owner to
plant, trim or remove a tree in
the parkway at their own
expense. There is no charge
for the permit. While most
permits are issued upon
request, the Forestry Section
reserves the right to deny
permission to remove a
mature, healthy tree.
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Yes, a Forester can issue

a permit to a property owner
to plant, trim or remove a
tree in the parkway at their
own expense.
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They can object, but if a

tree is a hazard, it will be
removed.
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Chapter 33 of the Fort

Worth Code gives jurisdiction
over all trees, plants and
shrubs growing in or upon
the parkway and all other city
property to the Parks and
Community Services who has
assigned the responsibility to
the Forestry Section. The city
is the property owner on the
parkway. Of course, the
interests and safety of all the
community members are
considered.

For more information,
visit the City’s Forestry
Section online at http://
www.fortworthgov.org/pacs/
fwpacsd/forestry/services/
servwork.htm or call them at
817-871-5738.
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Our unpredictable weather has given

the lawn and garden pests a head start this
year.

Upon examination of our tomato
plants, I noticed they were developing small
holes in the leaves. I checked with Archie’s
Garden Center and discovered that the
holes were caused by flea beetles. I’m now
spraying with Sevin®, which is effective
against a number of insects.

There also has been an infestation of
grubs in the St. Augustine grass in the side
yard. Those will be treated in midsummer
when the young grubs are born and feeding
actively.

The lawn, garden and flower beds
should be checked regularly for signs of
insects, such as armyworms, chinch bugs,
cutworms, mites and webworms. Well-fed
lawns discourage a lot of insects.

Lawn weeds are prevalent this time of year
also. I’ve noticed a lot of dandelions, dollar
weed and chickweed this spring. A healthy, well-
fed lawn will usually discourage these also.

In early spring, one can fertilize and use a
weed control at the same time. Mulching the
flowerbeds will also discourage weeds and
preserve moisture.

Dog owners (and their neighbors) may notice
dead spots in grass and ground covers. This may
be caused by a male dog doing it around a tree
or fence post. Female dogs squat anywhere, and
both can leave excessive salts where they
urinate.

This salty soil can turn the grass and plants
browned and burned.  Heavy watering of these
areas can help dilute the urine salts, but you
need to know if that is what’s happening.

Happy gardening.
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The Cleaning
Doctors
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companies generate are returned to the
community in the arts, in education and in
other programs. My children, and possibly
their children, will enjoy better parks and
schools, and Fort Worth will become one of
the nation’s premier cities.

In the City Council election on May 12,
the issue of how the city uses the revenue
from gas drilling will be a factor in voting for
our representatives.

But I also know that drilling operations
pose risks. A blowout in the open spaces of
West Texas is quite different from a blowout
in or near a city neighborhood.

There are other implications of having
rigs in our neighborhood. Will our property
values decrease? Will our insurance rates
increase? What emergency procedures or
evacuation plans are in place to protect
residents?

I feel pretty certain that urban drilling
is inevitable in Fort Worth. I’ll have to make
adjustments just as I did in West Texas.

The Mistletoe Heights committee on gas
well drilling has worked tirelessly and with a
great expenditure of time to address some of
these concerns. 

Please take  time to read their research to
be informed on the discussions, not only with
the energy companies but with other
neighborhoods.

In the meantime, I’ll continue singing
my little song and appreciate the little things
that make life in my neighborhood wonderful.
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NeighborhoodNeighborhoodNeighborhoodNeighborhoodNeighborhood
ClassifClassifClassifClassifClassifiedsiedsiedsiedsieds

Items fItems fItems fItems fItems for saleor saleor saleor saleor sale

Gemeinhardt 3SHB flute
for sale that was used by our
daughter during high school.  But
now her musical days are behind
her and Dave says, “Sell it!”
Silver head joint and silver plated
body and keys.  Recently
professionally cleaned, pads re-
leveled and adjusted. Excellent
condition with only minor surface
scratches and no dents on this fine
instrument.  Both hard and soft
cases are in excellent condition.
The cleaning rod is missing, but it
includes a cleaning cloth.
Call John Hastings  at
817-291-6469.

(continued page 14)
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NeighborhoodNeighborhoodNeighborhoodNeighborhoodNeighborhood
ClassifClassifClassifClassifClassifiedsiedsiedsiedsieds
Items fItems fItems fItems fItems for sale or sale or sale or sale or sale (cont.)

Modern oak executive
desk (4-drawer, with
hanging file), woman's
bicycle, 20" Sony tv,
refrigerator, wooden
kitchen table with 4
chairs, wheelbarrow and
other miscellaneous items,
for sale by June 15 in the
neighborhood. Contact
817-927-0408 for details.

TTTTTutors,utors,utors,utors,utors, Instructors Instructors Instructors Instructors Instructors
Early Childhood Music:Early Childhood Music:Early Childhood Music:Early Childhood Music:Early Childhood Music:
Mistletoe Musikgarten
offers classes in SW Fort
Worth for children from
birth to age seven. With
nine years of experience,
certifications in early
childhood music, and a
UNT music degree, I love
sharing the joy of music
with young families. Call
Carol Spencer at
817.927.3240 about
year-round classes, or visit
my web site at
MistletoeMusik.com.

Math Math Math Math Math TTTTTutor:utor:utor:utor:utor:
Retired high school math
teacher. Have been
tutoring in the area
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for 13 years. Pre-Algebra
through Pre-Calculus.
Abbie Steffler
817-922-0780.

Private Violin Lessons...
in my Mistletoe Heights
home! Let me share my
love for playing the violin
with your child. Visit my
website to learn more &
sign up for lessons.
www.laurendoeren.
musicteachershelper.com
Call Lauren Doeren
817-881-8971.

Reading Reading Reading Reading Reading TTTTTutorutorutorutorutor
Certified Teacher, reading
specialty, available to help
your child improve
numerous reading skills.
Very reasonable rates and
personalized attention.
Call Teri Brewer
817-924-6145.

Home servicesHome servicesHome servicesHome servicesHome services
BabBabBabBabBabysitter:ysitter:ysitter:ysitter:ysitter:
Paschal student with CPR
training available to
babysit evenings and
weekends. Call Jenny at
817-727-3285.

No No No No No Time fTime fTime fTime fTime for or or or or YYYYYour our our our our YYYYYard?ard?ard?ard?ard?
Give me a call! I’m your
Mistletoe Heights
neighbor and I can offer

■
■
■
������
���	���
���������

A new season has started. Are you ready?
Benefit from a former member of the Fort Worth Botanic Garden
grounds team.

817 320 3699
Lawn mowing
Seasonal color beds
Landscape maintenance,
design and installation



��

Edward������

��	
���������
�����
��

DREAMING UP THE IDEAL

RETIREMENT
IS YOUR JOB.
HELPING YOU GET THERE IS OURS.

Whether retirement is down
the road or just around the
corner, if you’re working
toward your goals now, the
better off you’ll be. At
Edward Jones, we take a
long-term perspective. So,
we recommend our clients
buy quality investments and
hold on to them.

TTTTTo learo learo learo learo learn morn morn morn morn more about whye about whye about whye about whye about why
EdwarEdwarEdwarEdwarEdward Jones makes sensed Jones makes sensed Jones makes sensed Jones makes sensed Jones makes sense
for you, call todayfor you, call todayfor you, call todayfor you, call todayfor you, call today.....
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Financial AdvisorFinancial AdvisorFinancial AdvisorFinancial AdvisorFinancial Advisor
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Classified ad terms:
Ads are free for Mistletoe

Heights residents and may be
submitted to the editor.  The
deadline is the 20th of each
month.

Ads must be renewed
monthly except for service
classifieds (i.e. babysitting,
mowing, etc.), which are
renewed yearly.

If you would like to renew,
discontinue or update your ad,
please notify the editor at
817-924-8674 or
mistletoenews@yahoo.com.

you competitive pricing
and plenty of references.
Call Daniel Tice at
817-797-0307.

Dreaming of a lush yDreaming of a lush yDreaming of a lush yDreaming of a lush yDreaming of a lush yetetetetet
TTTTTeeeeexas-tough landscape?xas-tough landscape?xas-tough landscape?xas-tough landscape?xas-tough landscape?
Wanting to relax and
unwind, enjoying the flight
of butterflies and
hummingbirds? Seeking
the aromatherapy of a
night-blooming garden?
Call Alexia Strout-Dapaz
at 817-921-4820 or email
astroutdapaz@yahoo.com

Up to your ears in stuff?
Bursting at the seams with
clutter? Let me help you
reclaim your space.
Rediscover the serenity
and easy living of well-
organized closets,
cupboards, rooms or even
your whole home. For a
free consultation, call
Leslie Houston at 817-
917-6563 or e-mail her
at llhtexas@aol.com.

Products fProducts fProducts fProducts fProducts fororororor     salesalesalesalesale
Arbonne~SwissArbonne~SwissArbonne~SwissArbonne~SwissArbonne~Swiss
ffffformulated productsormulated productsormulated productsormulated productsormulated products
pure, safe & beneficial
for everyone. All of
Arbonne’s products are
dermatologist tested,
botanically-based, pH
correct, hypoallergenic
and formulated without
animal bi-products,
mineral oil, dye or
fragrances. 45 day $ back
guarantee. For
information call Joan at
817.920.1440 or email
4paws4@sbcglobal.net.

Mary Kay CosmeticsMary Kay CosmeticsMary Kay CosmeticsMary Kay CosmeticsMary Kay Cosmetics
Paula Cady Russell at
2201 Mistletoe Blvd. is a
Mary Kay consultant.

Call her at 921-6377 for a
free makeover, gift service
or if you’ve “lost” your
consultant.

Estate sale serviceEstate sale serviceEstate sale serviceEstate sale serviceEstate sale service
Estate Estate Estate Estate Estate Appraisals andAppraisals andAppraisals andAppraisals andAppraisals and
Liquidation ServiceLiquidation ServiceLiquidation ServiceLiquidation ServiceLiquidation Service
Certified appraiser with
the International Society
of Appraisers, in business
in Mistletoe Heights for
over 10 years. Terri Ellis,
Mistletoe Estate Sales,
926-9424.

HoHoHoHoHow to Get the Mostw to Get the Mostw to Get the Mostw to Get the Mostw to Get the Most
Out of Out of Out of Out of Out of YYYYYour Estate Sale.our Estate Sale.our Estate Sale.our Estate Sale.our Estate Sale.
We are Vintage Sales,
recognized in North Texas

as being trusted, versatile
and knowledgeable. Our
experienced staff will
handle every detail and
help you get the most out
of your estate sale.
Phone Anne Bourland at
817-924-5959 for a
consultation, or email her
at apbourland@aol.com to
receive notices of
upcoming events.
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