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Thank you for awarmwelcomefrom
Migtletoe Heightsfriendsand neighbors.

Itiswith great honor and pleasureto
begin serviceto awonderful
neighborhood asyour president. | have
muchto learn from my predecessor, Jm
Bradbury, who hastirelessy committed
himself to making thewhed sturnfor the
better. Moving forward, | hopel canbe
asexemplary in character.

Freshly out of college, | movedtoa
small apartment on Park Place and Forest
Park Boulevard. | can still remember
walking my dog down Forest Park and
having dinner at the City Park Café (now
Sapridti’s). Fifteenyearslater, my children
takemeout for the samewalk.

The continued pace of urban
developmentswill changethelandscape
of thisareaand we must continueto
advocatefor itshistorica beauty and
preservation.

Mistletoe Heightshasrecently
attracted the attention of energy
companiesexploring for natural gas. We
immediately, collectively, reacted by
forming asteering committeeto serveasa
resourcefor information and to review of
prospective gaslease contracts. Each
property owner certainly can makehisor
her own decision regarding any offersthat
may have been received, but | seethe

(Continued on page 2)

Report from the Mistletoe Heights Steering Committeeon

GaA. Dfu'.l[ing.

By MikeWindsor

A number of Mistletoe
Heights residents recently
received proposed mineral
leases. The leases relate
to natural gasdrilling inthe
Barnett Shaleformation that
lies beneath Fort Worth.

In responseto theselet-
L ters, sent out in the first
5 week of November, the
Mistletoe Heights Associa-
tion held ameeting for resi-
dentson Sunday, Nov. 12. At
that meeting, the association
decided to form a commit-
teeto look into theissues of
gas drilling and leases, and
to determineif better offers
could beobtained for Mistle-
toe Heights residents.

The Mistletoe
Heights Steering Committee
on Gas Drilling met for the
first time on Nov. 15. The
committee members el ected Norm Stemple as chairman. Committee mem-
bers have a nice cross-section of knowledge. They include a petroleum
engineer, the owner of an oil field services company, aformer rancher who
(Continued on page 6)
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(President’s Letter - continued from page 1)

committee asatool with which to understand the
legalitiesand to provide uswith more awareness of the
drilling processand the effectsit might have, not only for
each property owner, but collectively for the
neighborhood.

Deve opment continuesdl around us. TheMidtown
“urbanvillage’ at Rosedale Street and Forest Park has
been dow to devel op. However, wewill watchwitha
careful eyeand certainly beattentiveto any
progress. The condominium development near Park Hill
and Forest Park continues at asteady pace. A concern
for usto consider would beincreased traffic on Forest
Park.

Our coveted Triangle Park isactuadlly city surplus
property. To* certify” thisasapark, our neighbor Robert
DeVargas has agreed to do someresearch to determine
the stepsnecessary to officialy changeitsdesignation.
Thecity hasal so approved traffic measures, such as
speed bumps, which are designed to decrease speed in
our neighborhood.

Asour city changes, it'simportant that weexercise
our voiceand engageourselvesincivicaction. If you
would liketo get involved or you haveinformation that
may be of benefit to our neighbors, pleasefed freeto
call meat 817-350-4710 or you can e-mail meat
haotran@theurbanregty.com.

Last, toinaugurate the holiday season, comeon over
to 2320 Harrison Ave. for our potluck Christmasparty
on Dec. 17, from4to 6 p.m. Bring your favoritedish or
dessert to share and enjoy an afternoon of happy
minglingwithyour fellow neighbors.

Hope to see you soon.
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Here’s your chance to meet our
new president!
Sunday, Dec 17,4-6 p.m., 2320 Harrison
Ave.

Bring a dish or dessert to share and visit with
friends and neighbors.

The Cleaning

5)octors

“When your house is ill, we're the pill.”

Locally owned and operated by
Heather and Michelle Medley

817 274 5666 ext. 409

A Agagé Fome (Pare

I addition %o cur home care services, we ara now offering

HOLIDAY HELPERS

to meet all of your holiday neads
+ shogping + Conking = light housakesping
« gt wrapping - decoraling - addressing holiday cards
Vitial B0 you nead?
B 73354553 (HOME)
24 Hours + T days per waak

Located in the heart of
Fort Waorth's historic distnct

HEARTWOOD
FLOORING
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HARDWOOD FLOOR
RESTORATION & INSTALLATION
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Sand, stain, repair, seal, handscrape, inlay

Stanton McKibbin

Chwner

(817) 271-5802
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Here are excerpts and/or summaries of the neigh-
borhood emails since the last issue.

Want to get on the MHA email list? You can email
Tom Richey at vicepresident@mistletoeheights.com or
you can go to the MHA web site
[www.mistl etoeheights.com] and find thejoin-up link.

Subject: Sraw for Outdoor
Animals

With the very cold weather
that isforecadt, if you have
outdoor pets, now isagood time
to check on your arrangements
for keeping outdoor animals
warm, and make sure that they
have plenty of water. | bought
abale of straw for the houses |
put out for the outdoor (not
especially tame) cats that live near my yard. (Yes, cat
houses.) Straw or hay is superior pet bedding since
any water works its way to the bottom, and the top
layer stays dry (unlike towelswhich stay wet, like they
are supposed to). A bale of straw goes along way, and
| have most of abaleleft. If anyone wants some straw
for their animals, please e-mail me, and | can arrange to
get you some. Mike Windsor

Subject: stolen bicycle
Today about noon ahicycle (that’s only been ridden

twice) was stolen from the side of our house, actually the
front but our front faces the neighbor’s house.

Monty and Dustin had just returned from riding their
bikes and left them parked between the two houses right next
to the car outside the front door. When they went to leave
approximately 2 hours later they noticed the brand new bike

we just bought the day before was
gone.

The only person Monty saw
walking down the street was a very
tall,skinny black guy ingrungy grey
clothes carrying a knapsack on his

back. A police report has been filed.
Carrie

Subject: stolen Christmas decora-
tions
Be aware that Christmas thieves are
out already, we had an inflatable snow globe disappear last
night between 12am and 6am. any info call me at 817-247-
5677. Rob Bonilla, 2320 Mistletoe Drive.

Subject: Suspicious activity

It's Thanksgiving Day around 1 p.m. | waswalking the
dog and watched a suspicious person driving slowly north on
Buck, then West on West Rosedale St. South. He was
driving adark red sedan that looked like a Chevy Contour.
He was avery dark-skinned black man, oval face, short hair.
He was looking at a house on our street where | think they

are out of town for the holiday. | did
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not get the license plate number.
| don’t like to think we need to be
cautious on Thanksgiving, but probably
tomorrow, when lots of people are out
shopping, our homes might be at risk.
I’ll try to be anosy neighbor. |
hopeyou will betoo!
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Betsy Horn, 1204 Buck

Subject: Low water pressure

We have been experiencing low
water pressure at our house for about a
month and it seems to be getting
worse. We were wondering if anyone
else had low pressure at their house,
too.

A Ft. Worth Water Dept. employee
told me today that the city hired afirm
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to do awater study in our neighborhood, which started
about amonth ago. The man | talked to thismorning said
the problem might be with the pipe that runs from the
curb to our house. We don't think so. It’s curious that the
loss of pressure started at about the same time as the
water study began.

We thought it might be interesting to seeif there are
any other low pressure problemsin the neighborhood.
Would you please send this along to the neighborhood
email group?

Meralen Tyson

Subject: Suspicious Van Wednesday night

Wednesday night when | came home about 9:00
there was a van (custom, silver and maroon, license plate
P?? P??) parked on W Rosedale between Buck and
Clara. | turned around to shine my lightson it to get the
license number—as | wastalking to the police about it—
and saw someonein it.

| drove around and parked on the street and watched
it. Later an older car turned off Buck, it looked asif the
drivers briefly spoke and the van left. | followed it (]
know, not too smart) and it ran the redlight at Mistletoe
Blvd and Forest. | didn't runthelight, but | did seeit pull
into the drive by the building at the other end of Mr.
Jakes asif it weretrying to hide.

If anyone had any problems Wednesday night, they
may have been involved. The police never came while |
was watching the van. Rosaline

Subject: Tips for avoiding frozen household pipes

Residents should act now to protect their water pipes
before freezing temperatures arrive in our area. There
are several precautions citizens should take to keep the
water pipesin their homesfrom freezing and possibly
bursting during freezing temperaturesthiswinter. The
followingtipscan help.

Make sure all pipes outside the house are wrapped.
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Check to see that pipesin unheated parts of your home
(including crawl and attic spaces) are insulated.

Check to be sure outside faucet washers are secure.

Keep the lid on the meter box so your meter won't freeze.

Make sure everyone in the household knows where the main
water shut-off valve isin case a pipe breaks and it is necessary to
turn the water off in a hurry.

If you must leave your house vacant for along period of time,
turn off your water supply at the meter box and have a plumber
do the necessary work to prepare pipes to prevent damage.

During prolonged freezes, you may want to open all cabinet
doorsthat contain water pipesto allow heat to enter them. You
may want to place alamp in the cabinets so the bulb can keep the
areawarm, but be certain no flammable materials are near it.
Relocate any toxic materials so children and pets cannot get to
them if cabinet doors are left open.

Keep extra water drawn up during freezing weather in case a
main break or frozen pipe cuts off your water supply.

If aresident has no water and thinks a pipe may be frozen,
follow these steps :

Call the Water Department’s emergency number at 817-392-
4477 so arepresentative can check to see if your meter is frozen.
If the meter is not frozen, the private plumbing is probably frozen
at the point where the pipe goes under the house. Check there
first. If apipeisfrozen, itis safest to call aplumber to handle the
problem. The pipe may be cracked and will burst when thawed. If
an electrical appliance is used to heat the pipe, spraying water
from aburst pipe could get onto it, creating the risk of electrocu-
tion. If you decide to thaw the pipe yourself, apply heat slowly
with alight bulb, ahair dryer set on low, exhaust from avacuum
cleaner or heat tape. Use your handsto find the coldest point on
the pipe, whichisusually
where the ice is. Keep the
heat moving in that general
area, but never concentrate
heat on one spot. If someone
suspects awater main is
broken, immediately contact
the Water Department’s
emergency number at 817-
FW-24-HRS (817-392-4477)
so it can be repaired as soon
as possible. Signs of abroken
water main are water running
down the street and buckled
pavement. Don’t assume your
neighbor called.

Lonnde & lames Stack

(817) 503-2340
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2217 8TH AVE.

Hardware

SOUTH

. “YOUR
NEIGHEBORHOOD
HARDWARE STORE™

Mon. - Sat. 8-6

Want help creating a family keepsake!
it's easy to do, and I'd love to help
you get started. Feel free to call me
at (817) 927-0758, or visit my Web site
at www.mycmsite.comivictoriadewhirst.

Victoria Dewhirst
SENIOR CONSULTANT
www.Creativememaones.com
Personal Assistance * Events
Photo-5afe Albums & Supplies » Careers

.
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To the residents of Mistletoe Heights!

Thank you for supporting Mosaic Landscape
Senvices during the first season of operations.
You have helped this new company pursug
the goal of iImproving our Community

As the installations of the fall planting
sedson are being completed, the weather is
finally beginning the gentle transition to what
we Call winter in Texas. [In addition to taking
care of the usual fall activities that occur during
this ime, Mosaic Landscape will continue to
collaborate with you on new landscape
designs for next spring. | look forward to
meeting and working with you soon.

Once again...Thank you for your help,
Todd Welch .

] 0saic

Landscape Services
B17-320.3699




(Continued from page one.)

has seen the landowner end of oil drill-
ing and two attorneys.

The committee wants to stress that
none of the members has an interest in
the proposed Mistletoe Heightsgas drill-
ing beyond that of other homeowners.

The Barnett Shale and natural
gas drilling

The Nov.15 meeting focused on
learning about the natural gasdrilling pro-
cess. The Barnett Shale is a natural gas
formation centered in Tarrant, Denton
and Wise Counties. The Barnett Shaleis
still being explored, and will be either the
largest or second-largest onshore
natural gas deposit in the continental
United States. There is speculation that
the areas around downtown Fort Worth
may be particularly productive, hencethe
interest in our neighborhood.

The gas in the Barnett Shale is es-
sentially trapped in rock formationsthat
can be cracked to release the gas for
extraction. Thisisdoneby injecting wa-
ter into the rock formation and “fractur-
ing” therock. The pressure of the added
water causes the rock formation to
break, and the gasisthen released. The
combination of horizontd drilling technol-
ogy, coupled with hydraulic fracturingin
multiple stages along the horizontal por-
tion of thewell, haveresultedinimproved
recovery and attractive economics for
the Barnett Shale. The technology and
coupling of these processes has evolved
only in recent years.

Thefirst stepsindrilling for natu-
ral gas near our neighborhood areto ac-
quireleases, fileapermit with the Texas
Railroad Commission, which regulates
the oil and gasindustry, and obtain aper-
mit from the city of Fort Worth. Thecity
currently allowsdrilling at least 600 feet
from buildings, but that distance can be
decreased by special application.

Aspart of the permitting process, the
operator of a proposed well also must
obtain a letter from the Texas Water
Board indicating at what levels fresh
water (water that is drinkable or is de-
fined as “treatable” for drinking) is lo-
cated inthedrilling area. Theserequire-

ments are set by the state of Texas to
protect fresh water intervals.

Thedteisthenleveled by bulldozer,
and some preliminary holes are
drilled. A drilling rigisthen moved to
the site. This involves a number of
trucks moving modular equipmenttoa
site and erecting the equi pment.

Oncethedrilling rig is erected, it
will operate nonstop for 20 to 30
days. Thefirst portion of the hole, com-
monly termed the “surface hole,” is
drilled across fresh-water zones and
is encased with steel pipe and ce-
mented. Thenthemain part of thehole,
commonly called the* production hole,”
isdrilled from under the“surface hole”
to a vertical depth below 7,000 feet
beforetraversing horizontal or lateral.
This portion of the hole is aso cased
off inside (concentric) and below the
“surface hole.”

Drilling involves large diesel en-
gines, and the noise is comparable to
that of atrain. After drilling is com-
pleted and pipe is cemented in the

diminish during the process.

A completion rig would then bebrought in
for acoupleof days, and final dirt work would
bedone. Thesitewill beleft with awellhead,
approximately six feet high, with anumber of
valvesvisibleaboveground. Additionally, the
well sitewould includeasmall vessel to sepa-
rate water and gas, a couple of water tanks
and ameter to measure gas. A pipelinewould
be brought to the sitefor the gasto flow and a
truck would occasionally haul off produced
water throughout the productive life of the
well. The process, frominitial dirt work tofi-
na dirt work, typically takes 60 days. That
period can vary in length, due to factors that
include the availability of the equipment
and ease of drilling. There can also be delays
of several days between some of the steps.

A gaswell in this areatypically extracts
gas for a horizontal lateral of 3,000 to 5,000
feet. A gaswell can be productivefor 25 years,
although production would decline over time.
If, however, the fracturing process opens an
area of Ellenberger water, saltwater that oc-
curs naturally from below the Barnett Shale,

ground, thedrilling
phase is over and
the drilling rig
moves off.

Then starts the
completion phase,
which includes the
fraduringprocess The
actual fracturing
will take a day or
so. The noise is
comparable to the
drilling process.Prior
to fracturing, it's
likely that anumber
of trucks will haul
water to the site.
Once fracturing is
complete, thewater
needs to be taken
out of the ground
and trucks will haul | 1
off the water. For ﬁ
about two weeks, =
you might seeup to ,l <+
two trucks per hour -.‘
hauling water, but
that number would

Alter all,

I love my

“gray Taco Bell'™..,

Thea gray mission-atyle bungalow on
Harrizom Avenue has besn my home for
almoat G0 years, And Mistletos Helghts has
alweys meant muoh 1
convanisnt placs to Hwe,

more to ma than just s

I'm already yvour natghbor, ['d ks to be your
friend—and Realtor

Whila I AT Nak have & drive-thml
window, no one wil work harder [or yoil
VOu Enow

where ] 11ve

(817) 921-8164 ¥
gaye. reedicoldwellbanker.com i



the production of thewell might belim-
ited to afew years.

Closely associated with gasdrilling
is gas transportation. Thisinvolveslay-
ing underground pipelines. Pipelinescan
run along arailroad right-of-way or pub-
lic right-of-way, but can also cut through
private property. The committeeis con-
cerned about the prospect of pipelines
being run through our neighborhood, and
wewant to limit or restrict such options
inleases. Without exception, the commit-
tee views the protection and preserva-
tion of property in our neighborhood of
paramount importance.

Future committee activity

The committee plansto meet again
after Thanksgiving, and we welcome
your comments and questions. The next
meeting will focus in part on minera
leases and terms. Questions we hope to
address concern pooling units, how many
people need to sign leases for us to be
effective and what happens if there are
holdouts. In the meantime, committee
members will begin contacting other
neighborhood associationsto try and co-
ordinate our efforts.

Answers to common questions

Q: Whoregulatesnatura gasdrilling?

A: A number of entities regulate
various aspects of gasdrilling. Most as-
pects of oil and gasdrilling in Texasare
regulated and inspected by the Texas
Railroad Commission. The city of Fort
Worth grantsdrilling location permitsin
addition to the Texas Railroad Commis-
son.

Q: Atmy house, will | fedl theground
shakefrom drilling?
A: No.

Q: What's the most likely immedi-
ate danger to residents from gas drill-
ing?
A: Traffic. Intheshort term, anum-
ber of large trucks will have to access
thedrilling site. Depending on whereyou
drive, an increase in trucks means that
thereissomeincreasein your chance of

being hit by one. To put thisin perspec-
tive, thetraffic generated by gasdrilling
for a couple of monthswill not compare
to the truck traffic generated by high-
way construction. As for surface or air
contamination, diesel trucksoperatingin
our neighborhood and trains carrying
hazardous chemical s represent agreater
threat of surface or air contamination
than natural gasdrilling.

Q: What'sthe danger of water con-
tamination?

A: Gasdrillers are required to take
steps to prevent surface and subsurface
contamination of treatable water. Prior
todrilling, water tablesareidentified, and
drillersmust sedl their drilling pipeswhere
they run through water tables containing
treatable water. A large amount of wa-
ter isusedin thefracturing process. That
water may be new water or water that’s
trucked in from another fracturing op-
eration. After fracturing, the water has
a high salinity, and that saltwater must
be hauled to an approved storage site or
to another fracturing

alize that the city of Fort Worth
anticipates earning abillion dollarsfrom
its gas |eases, and that alarge number of
citiesthroughout Texasalow oil and gas
drillingwithintheir city limits.

Q: Peoplein other neighborhoodsare
signing leases. Could we be |eft out?

A: Recently, some less-affluent
neighborhoods have seen residents line
up to sign leases and receive “cash for
theholidays.” The bonus paymentswere
smaller than those offered to our neigh-
borhood, and the terms were not espe-
cialy favorable to the residents. Some
residents in our neighborhood have al-
ready been contacted by several compa-
niesthat have indicated that they’ |l offer
competitive lease terms. In short, com-
mittee members believe that we can cre-
ate a situation in which drilling compa-
niescompetefor our leases, and the com-
mittee is committed to having al of the
area encompassed by the Mistletoe
Heights Association included in any ne-
gotiations. Given thelevel of competition

operation. A driller
who allowed saltwa-
ter to contaminate
the surface or treat-
able water could
faceliability and pen-
atiesfrom anumber
of governmental
agencies, including
the Texas Railroad
Commission and the
Environmenta Pro-
tection Agency.

Q: What can |
do to stop gas drill-
ing in the area?

A: Youcanurge
thecity tostop allow-
ing drilling permits.
You can urge your
legislatorsto stop or

more closely regu- o

latedrillingwithincit-
ies. Youdo not have
to sign a mineral
lease. You should re-

WineShop
o7, Y IOME

WE BRING THE WINE COUNTRY TO YOU

Introduce iriends to a memorable event by hosting a private
wine tasting in the comiort oi your home or oifice. Relax
together while enjoying limited production wines and iood
pairing ideas direct irom the Wine Country.

(all to book a WineShop At Home fasting ieaturing six
difierent exquisite wines for just $59.00 (a value oi $120.00).
As the host you will receive a free giit and $75 coupon fo use
fowards your favorite wine selections.

Guynell Whetsione
INDEPENDENT WINE CONSULTANT
817-988-6691

guynell@sbcglobal.net
Www.guynellssrapeescape.com

Prices do not include fax & shipping
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COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE
IN SERVING YOU, OUR CLIENT AND NEIGHBOR

/f;” 26 /mg /7.

HELEN

PAINTER

GROUP REALTORS
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COUNT ON OUR CHARACTER.

HELEN PAINTER ASSOCIATES READY TO SERVE YOU

Jan Aziz Lori Gallagher Carmen Nelon
Lynsey Blair Martha Gensheimer Debbie Norris
Amy Brown Judy Holland Berry Palmer
Joel Burns Tracy Hollis Sheila Parrick
Lara Conn ek Holmes Jimmie Stephens
Amy Conk Cindy Hoover Carthy Taylor
Marissa Davila Mimi Klotz Grace Taylor
Clarice Davis Laura Lumley Barbara Worthley
Robert Domsey Molly Malone Bill Worthley

Sondra Napier

2242 Forest Park Boulevard = Fore Worth, Texas 76110 - 817.923.7321
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for leases, itis extremely unlikely that all
of thedrilling companieswill pack their
bags and refuse to offer leases to our
neighborhood.

Q: Will our neighborhood join with
other neighborhoods to negotiate with
companies?

A: Generaly, a drilling company
wants to lease as large an area as pos-
sibleinwhichto operate, and acompany
will give better lease terms in order to
lease a larger area. Therefore,
the committee wants to talk with sur-
rounding neighborhoods about negotiat-
ing leases as alarger group.

Q: How can | find out if | own the
mineral rightsto my property?

A: You would need to review your
deed, and the other deeds in your chain
of title. You can do thisat Tarrant County
Deed Records on the ground floor of the
Old Courthouse at Main and Weatherford
streetsdowntown. If you don’t feel com-
fortable doing this, you could hire atitle
company or attorney.

Q: What if | did not receive aletter
regarding my minerals?

A: Theareacomprising the Mistle-
toe HeightsAssociation actually includes
several subdivisions. Apparently, letters
enclosing proposed | easeswere sent only
to residents in the Mistletoe Heights
Addition. The committee believes
that thereisinterestinleasing our entire
neighborhood, and the committee wants
the entire neighborhood included in any
negotiations.

Q: Will thecommitteeactually lease
property?

A: No. The committee hopesto ne-
gotiate as good adeal as possiblewith a
drilling company, and then make a rec-
ommendation to residents. Whether a
resident chooses to sign aleaseis up to
the individual resident. The committee
has no authority to enter into a “group
mineral lease.”

Q: When canresidentsexpect arec-
ommendation from the committee?

A: Sometimeafter Jan. 1. Thecom-
mittee wants to act as quickly as pos-
sible, but not hastily. Committee members
have discussed the notion that offersfrom
drillers may get better once the holidays
are over. Remember that the gas isn't
going anywhere.

The big question

Q: How much will I make?

A: It'stooearly totell. Thecommit-
tee members know that this is the big
guestion, and we're working to get an
answer. Once we get more information
about who planstodrill and how they plan
to do it, we'll have a better guess (and a
guess is all that it is ever going to be)
about potential payments.

Disclaimer

The committeeistrying to get infor-
mation, make educated guesses and
make recommendations. The committee
isnot giving legal advice or making rep-
resentations as to results or
outcome. Whether and when a resident
signs amineral lease is up to each resi-
dent.

Please submit questions or comments to
the Committee, whose members are:
Nor m Semple, chairman (817-926-6546);
Jeff Cunningham; James Huling;
MikewWindsor (mdwindsor@charter.net);
Annie Reed Harrison; Pam Canndll;
Tyler Earl; Wade Barrow.

STEERINGCOMMITTEEUPDATE

The Steering Committee on Gas
Drilling met again on Nov. 30. Thismeet-
ing was delayed somewhat due to the
Thanksgiving holiday.

The committee is arranging a
meeting, as soon as possible, with repre-
sentatives of Colt Exploration. Colt has
indicated that it'sinterested in discussing
leases for all of the area encompassed
by the Mistletoe Heights A ssociation, not
just the Mistletoe HeightsAddition. The
committee believesthat by including all
of the area encompassed by the Mistle-
toe Heights Association, we stand a bet-
ter chance of maximizing everyone's po-
tential return from a gas lease.

9

The committee’s goal isto obtain
the best possibleleasetermsfor residents
of Mistletoe Heights. That includes dis-
cussing with gas companies|ease provi-
sionsthat we hope will maximize thefi-
nancial return for those who sign leases,
minimizedisruption to our neighborhood
and afford the greatest possible protec-
tionsto residentsand their property. When
an issue can be addressed in alease, the
committee would prefer to address that
issueinwriting, rather than rely ontradi-
tion, custom or potential economic cost
or benefit.

Committee members are aware
that thisisanimportant issueto our neigh-
borhood, and that residents may feel
pressureto get thisissueresolved. We're
working as quickly as possible to meet
with the people we need to meet and to
draft a lease agreement that is accept-
able to a gas company, and which the
committee can present to residentsasthe
best effort of the committee. However,
please be awarethat each resident isfree
to sign or not signa mineral
lease agreement at any time.

If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to contact any of the com-
mittee members.

— Mike Windsor

A gas well after drilling is complete.



Report from theNeighborhood M eeting on GasDrilling, November 12, 2006

It may have been arecord turnout
for ameeting of the Mistletoe Heights
Association — maybe because money
wasinvolved.

About 100 Mistletoe Heights
residents attended a meeting on Nov.
12 to discuss a proposal by an energy
company to drill for natural gas deep
under the neighborhood.

The meeting at The Marquis at
1227 W. MagnoliaAve. was called by
Jim Bradbury, president of the
Mistletoe Heights Association, after
neighbors began receiving proposals
around Nov. 3 from Colt Exploration
Co., in downtown Fort Worth. Colt
was acting on behalf of Four Sevens
Resources Co., also of Fort Worth.

Colt and Four Sevens are among
the many energy companies — one
neighbor in the leasing business put the
figure in the “hundreds’ —that are
seeking to exploit the Barnett Shale, a
huge deposit of natural gasdeep in
shale formations under as many as 21
North Texas counties. Fort Worth is
said to sit right on top of some of the
richest parts of the deposit.

The reservoir, estimated to
encompass more than 6,000 sgquare
miles, isthe second-largest onshore
domestic natural gasfield in the United
States, after the San Juan Basin in
New Mexico and Colorado.

The Barnett Shale, already atopic
of extensive coverage in the Star-
Telegram, has also been the subject of
major storiesin The Wall Street
Journal, New York Timesand Los
Angeles Times and on ABC News.

“Thisisabig deal,” Bradbury said.

But Bradbury, an attorney, and
City Councilwoman Wendy Davis, who
attended the meeting, cautioned
against acting too swiftly on the lease
proposals. Instead of immediately
signing the contracts for the lease of
mineral rights, they suggested that
neighbors would have more leverage
with the energy companiesif they
worked together. Bradbury stressed,

By Jim Peipert, Secretary

however, that the ultimate decisionis
up to each homeowner.

Bradbury called for formation of
neighborhood steering committeethat
would work with the energy companies
to secure the best possible deal for
Mistletoe Heights residents. The
committee was formed within days of
the meeting. (See the separate report
from the steering committeein this
newsletter.)

Judging from a show of hands,
about two-thirds of neighborswho
attended the meeting had received
lease contracts. About a third had not.
Bradbury said he had not received a
proposal. It was not clear how many of
the neighbors owned the mineral rights
on their property.

Commentsfrom neighbors
indicated that all of the proposal's sent
by Colt Exploration on behalf of Four
Sevens were very similar. The leases
of the mineral rightswould be for a
“primary term” of three years and the
royalty payment would be 25 percent.
Four Sevens would pay a bonus for
signing the lease of $500 “ per city lot.”
Some of the bonuses offered to
neighbors were more than $500, the
amount apparently depending on the
size of thelot.

Colt Exploration’sletter
accompanying the leasing contract said
that Four Sevens * has secured a dril
sitelocation fromwhich to drill awell
or wellsfor the purpose of exploring
for natural gasin the Mistletoe Heights
Addition area.”

It added that “ Four Sevensis
securing apipelineright-of-way andis
preparing to commence operations for
theinstallation of anatural gas
pipeline.”

Speculation on thelocation of the
drill sitefocused on land north of
Interstate 30 across Forest Park
Boulevard from the Hangman's House
of Horrors or somewhere on Eighth
Avenue.
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No energy company officials or
media representatives were invited to
the meeting. Bradbury said he wanted
the Nov. 12 initial meeting to be
attended only by Mistletoe Heights
residents. He suggested the
subsequent meetings could include
presentations by energy company
officials or groups that have opposed
drilling in Fort Worth neighborhoods
and city parks.

Wendy Davis, who had examined
the lease contract, said that it appeared
to be a standard document and that it
was comparable to those sent out in
other neighborhoodsin her District 9
constituency. But she suggested
several ways that the contract could be
improved to the benefit of neighbors.

In an e-mail sent to Mistletoe
Heightsresidents, Daviswrote:

“First, the paragraph numbered 1
providesthedriller rightsto cross your
surface property for a variety of
reason. Paragraph numbered 12 states
the contrary. This contrary language
was also in alease provided by another
company in south Fort Worth by
another driller. | publicly pressed the
company on thisissue and they agreed
to strike the language in the first
numbered paragraph that seemed
contrary to the later disclaimer. It just
saves you from having to go into court
to argue which of the two prevails.

“Second, in paragraph numbered 3,
thedriller is offering you a25% royalty
but with costs for treating the oil and
gas and transportation costs deducted
from that 25%. Thisis not the casein
other leases that are being offered.
Again, thiswasinitially inthelease
offer in south Fort Worth, but | publicly
pushed them to take this cost reserving
language out and they ultimately did.

“Third, al'sointhethird numbered
paragraph, the company reserves the
right to make the lease applicableto al
other mineralsthat might be mined
under your property. Other leases do
not require that homeowners are



signing their rights away to other
minerals. Again, thislanguage was
ultimately struck from the south Fort
Worth lease.”

Davis said she was “fearful some
folkswill signtheir lease without
considering the above issues.”

Residents at the meeting raised
guestions about theimpact that drilling
might have on the neighborhood.

Neighborswith knowledge of the
industry said that adrill siteusually is
about 1.5 acres. The actual drilling
usually takes about 30 days. Once the
natural gasistapped, therigis
dismantled and the well is capped until
it can be linked to a pipeline. Because
of improvementsin technology over
the past couple of decades, adrilling
company can tap natural gas by
drilling horizontally from asite about a
mile away from the targeted gas
reservoir, which could be as deep as
7,000 feet.

One neighbor cited the huge
amounts of water used in the
extraction process and said that much
of the water used at drill sitesis
brought in by tanker trucks. He
suggested that drilling at a site near
the neighborhood could mean
increased truck traffic on nearby
thoroughfares.

The Star-Telegram has reported
that it will be about ayear before any
company beginsdrilling under
Mistletoe Heights because the
companies first have to determine
which homeowners own mineral rights
on their properties, get the leases
signed and prepare adrill site. The
paper has aso reported on a shortage
of drill rigsand the high cost of leasing
them — estimated at $20,000 per day.

Now, back to the money: In
addition to the signing bonus, one
neighbor asked, how much money
might amineral rights owner expectin
royalty paymentsif drilling under the
neighborhood proves successful ?
Bradbury said, based on conversations
at a party he attended recently, that
theroyalty payments might provide
some monthly lunch money but hardly
enough for early retirement.

My Rebuttal!

By Robert E. Slocum

Thisisaprofession rebuttal to the
report of the Mistletoe Heights
Steering Committee on Gas
Drilling. Some of the committee’s
report was accurate, some not so
accurate, and some very important
information was omitted.

The gas lease cited by the
committee refersto the “ Mistletoe
Heights Addition to the City of Fort
Worth,” containing 69 acres, more or
less, for the mineral rights of that
specific area. It does not refer to the
areacommonly known as*“Mistletoe
Heights.” Thosewho do not livein
this specified area at present have no
interest or concern in this designated
lease.

According to another
geologist currently working thewellsin
the Barnett Shale in the Fort Worth
area, these wells should be about 7,000
feet plus the surface elevation. This

areais called the Fort Worth Basin and
several wells have already been drilled
and arein production in the area.

The gas produced in our area
should contain the highest BTU and
therefore bring the highest price. At
present, natural gas at the well head is
bringing about $6 per 1,000 cubic
feet. Wells in the area are producing
asmuch as 4 million cubic feet a
day. The above-mentioned geol ogist
estimates that a homeowner might
receive as much as $150 to $300 a
month per lot.

The Barnett Shalein thisareais
estimated to be 500 to 600 feet thick in
thisarea, and the drilling stops about
midway through the formation, thus not
anywhere near the lower Ellenberger
formation that produces water.

To address the committee’'s
statement that the “gas is not going
anywhere,” | would say that any
geologist would tell you that natural
gasor oil isconstantly moving. Once a
well hasbeen drilled, the gaswill flow
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PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION
When results are everything...

*Bathrooms = Shower Tear-outs, Pans

* Kitchens = Floors, Countertops, Walls

* ceramic & Natural Stone
Floors, Walls, Patios

* nterior & Exterior Remodels

Mistletoe Heights References

| guarantee my work.

817 921-5607

** Ask for Rich %
Rich's A + Tile

Ask About Senior Citizens Discount




through the formation to the nearest
outlet.

A drilling siteusually will
take 1.5 to 2 acres of land. Thereis
not enough suitable land spacein the
“Mistletoe Heights” areato
accommodate such awell site.
When awell iscompleted, little
space is required for the gas head.
Once the gas well goes online, we
should not expect any byproducts
from our area, asthe BTU is high.

Asto the statement regarding
the possibility of agastransportation
line running through our
neighborhood: It would befar too
expensiveto buy right-of-way ina
neighborhood of expensive homes
for thisto happen. Commonly, rights-
of-way are purchased from

railroads, the state highway
department, etc.

To address the question of having
al of “Mistletoe Heights’ included in
this particular lease, 69 acresisa
sufficient areato drill onewell. In
order to create enough acreage to drill
in one given area, sometimes an oil or
gas company isforced to “pool” small
acreages to obtain enough land to
legally drill awell. Special permission
needs to be obtained from the Texas
Railroad Commissionto“pool” small
acreages to drill awell. Thus, each
owner’s shareisjoined with othersin
the income from any production.
Barnett Shale wellsin this area are
being drilled using around 60 acres

spacing.

Pooling the area of the “Mistletoe
HeightsAddition to the City of Fort
Worth” would not only require legal
action but would dilute the amount of
income that |ease holders could
reasonably expect to receive. In other
words, adding all the other additionsin
“Mistletoe Heights” (i.e., North
Mistletoe HeightsAddition, Sangamo
Addition, Forest Park Addition) to the
monies received from agas well would
cut the proceeds expected to about
half. If one could expect $150-$300
monthly, adding more propertieswould
mean $75-$150 monthly. Thisisnot a
small sum when one expects the life of
agaswell in the Barnett Shale to be

(Continued on the next page.)

Minutesof November 21 MHA quarterly meeting

New president elected

The most important newsfirst:
Mistletoe Heights Association has a
new president.

Hao Tran, who recently defected
from Berkeley Place to take up
residence at 2320 Harrison Ave., was
elected to replace Jim Bradbury, who
served two years in the post.

Hao, who came to the United
States from South Vietnam as a girl 35
years ago, works for Texas Christian
University as arisk management
coordinator. In that job, she directsthe
workers' compensation program for
the university’s 1,600 employeesand
develops employee safety programs
and training.

A woman of multiple degrees, Hao
has a bachelor of science degreein
biochemistry from TexasA&M, a
master of liberal artsin education from
TCU and amaster of theological studies
from TCU'’sBrite Divinity School.
She's also assistant coach of TCU's
women'srifle team and an instructor in
self-defense and defensive driving.

Jim Bradbury, who nominated Hao
for the MHA presidency, said she had
been highly recommended by the
neighborhood associationin Berkeley
Place.

One of Hao's first acts as new
president wasto volunteer to host this
year’s Christmas party on Dec. 17.

Her contact information: 817-903-
0231; haotran@theurbanreal.com

Other officers

No candidate for vice president
emerged at the Nov. 21 meeting, so the
position will remain vacant for thetime
being as Bradbury and outgoing Vice
President Tom Richey helpfill that role.

LeslieHouston will continue as
treasurer and Jim and Mary Ellen
Peipert will stay on as secretaries.

Gasdrilling

Mike Windsor reported on the
work of the neighborhood steering
committee set up to deal with energy
companies that want to drill for natural
gasin Mistletoe Heights. (See separate
reportson gasdrilling developmentsin
another part of this newsletter.)

Other business

The Nov. 21 quarterly meeting at
the home of Tracey Smith was
sparsely attended, probably because it
occurred only two days before
Thanksgiving.
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Other items of business:

Pam Cannel will undertake a
revision of the neighborhood directory
with the help of Leslie Houston.

Jim Bradbury, at the request of
Gene Walker whose home fronts the
Triangle, pointed out that the Triangleis
not officially acity park, but surplus
city property, and that steps must be
taken to haveit officially designated as
park land.

— Jim Peipert, secretary

Pamper yourself
with
Party Dresses
Designer Denim, Tops
and
Jewelry

817-924-9894
1632 Park Place Avenue
Foprt Worth, TX 76110




(Rebuttal - Continued from previous
page.)

decades, enough to pay for achild’'s
education or agrandchild's.

Oil and gas companies arein the
business to make a profit. They are
aware of the areas in our
neighborhood and city that have not
been offered a lease in the prospect of
drilling awell. These homeowners
should know that they eventually will
receive alease offer for their
properties. At that time, they can
decide for themselvesif they want to
sign or not.

(Robert E. Slocum is a petroleum
geologist and amember of AAPG,
SPE, SPE of Fort Worth and the Fort
Worth Geological Society. Helives at
2218 W. Rosedale St., Mistletoe
HeightsAddition to the City of Fort
Worth. His phone number is 817-923-
5510.)

Report from the Mistletoe Heights Traffic Committee

Traffic caming edge lines on Mistletoe Blvd. and an
all-way stop at Buck and Blvd. should help slow things down
onthat street. Therewill bean all-way stop at Mistletoe Drive
and Mistletoe Blvd, along with speed bumps and edge lines
on Mistletoe Drive. That is along stretch of road that also
tempts speeders. A stop sign will beinstalled at Harrison and
Mistletoe Drive by the park. Jeromeisanother long stretch of
street which will be broken up by stop signs at Harrison and
Morphy, plus an all-way stop at Jerome at \Weatherbee.

We hope theimprovements we are suggesting will help
to make our neighborhood safer and also help drivers to be
more attentive to stopping at stop signs and slowing down.

This plan will be discussed at our next meeting on No-
vember 21st.

Your Neighborhood Dry Cleaners
Now under new management at the corner of Rosedale

Forest Cleanens

“Our only job is to make you good look.”

1050-B Forest Park Bivd.
(817) 920-0900

Grand Opening Special!
10% off first purchase

See our website for more valuable coupons:

www.ForestDryCleaners.com

Convenient same-day service: in by 9:00, out by 5:00
Weekdays 7 a.m. - 6 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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For months, the Yard of the Month committee has Once-green leaves have taken on red and gold
admired the architecturally appropriate yard of the autumn tints that add to the kaleidoscopic display
rose-loving homeowners at 1326 Mistletoe Drive. of long-lasting flowers.

Dozens of multicolored rose bushes of varying As many Mistletoe Heights residents choose
heights define the walk and driveway approachesto pansies for proven
the classic half-timber residence. Now the arrival of color or allow their yards to go dormant until

cooler weather has brought out qualities of these  spring, this unique yard
hardy favorites that is a visual treat. But remember to watch those

go beyond their showy blossoms. thorns when you get close

enough to smell the roses
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Neighhorhood Classifieds

Math Tutor: Retired high
school math teacher. Have
beentutoringinthearea

for 13 years. Pre-Algebra
through Pre-Calculus.

Abbie Steffler 817-922-0780.

Up toyour earsin stuff?
Bursting at the seamswith
clutter?Let mehelpyou
reclaim your space.
Rediscover the serenity and
easy living of well-organized
closets, cupboards, roomsor
evenyour wholehome. For a
freeconsultation, call Ledie
Houston at 817-917-6563 or
e-mail her at

[l htexas@aol .com.

Early Childhood Music:
Mistletoe Musikgarten offers
classesin SW Fort Worth for
childrenfrombirthto age
seven. With nineyears of
experience, certificationsin
early childhood music,and a
UNT music degree, | love
sharingthejoy of musicwith
young families. Call Carol
Spencer at 817.927.3240
about year-round classes, or
vistmy web siteat
www.MistletoeMusik.com.

Babysitter: Paschal student
with CPR traningavailableto
babysit eveningsand weekends.
Call Jenny at 817-727-3285.

Dreaming of alush and
Texas-tough landscape?
Wanting to relax and unwind
enjoying theflight of butterflies
and hummingbirds? Seeking
thearomatherapy of anight-
blooming garden? Contact
AlexiaStrout-Dapaz at either

(817) 921-4820 or at
astroutdapaz@yahoo.com

EstateAppraisalsand
Liquidation Service
Certified appraiser with the

I nternational Society of
Apprasers inbusinessin
Mistletoe Heightsfor over 10
years. Terri Ellis, Migtletoe
Estate Sales, 926-9424.

Arbonne~Swissformulated
productspure, safeand
beneficid for everyone. All of
Arbonne'sproductsare
dermatol ogist tested,
botanically-based, pH
correct, hypoallergenicand
formulated without animal bi-
products, mineral oil, dyeor
fragrances. 45 day $ back
guarantee. For information
call Joan at 817.920.1440 or
emal

dpawsA@sbcglobal .net.

Mary Kay Cosmetics
PaulaCady Russell at 2201
MistletoeBlvd. isaMary
Kay consultant. Call her at
921-6377 for afree
makeover, gift serviceor if
you've“lost” your consultant.

NoTimefor Your Yard?
Givemeacdl! I'myour
Migtletoe Heightsneighbor
and | can offer you competi-
tivepricing and plenty of
references. Call Danid Ticeat
817-797-0307.

How to Get the M ost Out of
Your Estate Sale. We are
Vintage Sdles recognizedin
North Texasasbeing trusted,
versatileand knowledgesble.
Our experienced saff will

handleevery detail and help you get themost out of your
estatesae. PhoneAnneBourland at 924-5959 for a
consultation or email her at apbourland@aol.comtoreceive
naticesof upcoming events.

Reading Tutor Certified Teacher, reading specialty,
availableto help your childimprovenumerousreading skills.
Very reasonableratesand personalized attention. Call Teri
Brewer 817-924-6145.

Ads are free for Mistletoe Heights residents and may be submitted to
the editor. The deadline is the 20th of each month. Ads must be
renewed monthly except for service classifieds (i.e. babysitting, mowing,
etc.), which are renewed yearly. If you would like to renew, discontinue
or update your ad, please notify the editor at 817-921-2120 or
twoearsup@charter.net.

Present....
Future
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Helpful PhoneNumbers, EmailsAddressesand Websites

Phone Email Website

City CodeViolations 392-1234
City of Fort Worth 392-2255 www.fortworthgov.org
Police- Non-Emer gency 335-4222
Gar age Sale Permits 392-7851
Gr affiti Abatement 212-2700
Lily B. Clayton Elementary 922-6660 it.ftworth.isd.tenet.edu/116/
Paschal High School 922-6600
Historical Preservation (JulieL awless) 392-8012 julielawless@fortworthgov.org
Southside Preservation Hall 926-2800 HallTess@earthlink.net www.southsidepr eservation.com
TheT/Longhorn Trolley 215-8600 www.thet.com
Trinity Railway Express 215-8600 www.trinityr ailwayexpress.org
Wendy Davis- City Council District 9 392-8809 digrict9@fortworthgov.org ci.fort-worth.tx.us

MHA Officers Sreet Reps (listed by blocks) Publishing I nformation
President 2200 W. Rosedale South 2100 Edwin EDITORIAL POLICY
Hao Tran 350-4710 | Carrie Johnson 926-9776 | LynnHerrera 926-9991
Vice-President 2300 W. Rosedale South 2200 Edwin (%‘. N
Tom Richey 923-7352 | Kimberly Helixon 927-4641 | Wyatt Teague 923-2330 b . . 7
Secretary 2200 Irwin 2300 Edwin Mot Lo
The Peiperts 926-4117 | Gary Willis 924-4000 | TomRichey 923-7352 - :* 7
Treasurer 2300 Irwin 2100 Weather bee AN 2 ,.r‘;‘z Vg
Leslie Houston 923-3161 | SueDuvall 926-8714 | Judy Gude 926-8343 )
Newdetter Editor 2100/2200 Mistletoe Blvd. 2200 Weatherbee Articles and lettersto the editor
Sevan Melikyan 921-2120 | Gil DeHoyos 926-6409 | SusanHarwell 923-8306 | arewelcomed. To be published
Historic Preservation Committee| 2300/2400 Mistletoe Blvd. 1100 Clara as written, letters must be
Heather White 266-8299 | LisaStewart 924-9666 | JackandLorriKendrick — 924-2800 | addressed to the editor, signed
Sreet Rep Captains 2100/2200 West M agnolia 1200 Clara and include a phone number.
Pat Hale (East) 924-5263 | Sherry Choate 923-7335 | Betty Arvin 924-7088 | Anonymous letters will not be
GayeReed (West)  921-0009 | 2300 West Magnolia 1100 Buck published. Articles may be
WelcomeBaskets Susan Pressley 923-6061 | KateHerring 921-9027 | submitted for publication,
Joy Teague 9232330 | 2100 Harrison 1200/1300 Buck signed or unsigned, subject to
Advertising M anager Elizabeth Sims 926-3548 | Simone Scott 924-3338 | approval and editing by the
Jack Kendrick 924-2800 | 2200Harrison & Jerome 2100 Mor phy editor. Lettersto the editor are
Newby Park EdwardAlvarez DebraTice 921-4651 | limited to a half page
Patsy Slocum 9235510 | 2300/2400 Harrison 1100 MistletoeDr. (approximately 350 words).
City Liaison Faye Dowdle 926-7571 | KimMusgrove 9236785 | Please submit to
Mike Windsor 377-0060 | 2100 MistletoeAve. 1200 1500 Mistletoe Dr. twoearsup@charter.net or 1114
Historian Neataw Engels 927-2468 | RochelleGraham 927-2967 | Buck Avenue. Thedeadlineis
Wyatt Teague 9232330 | 2200 MistletoeAve. 2300 MistletoeDr. the 20th of each month.
Yard of theMonth Richard/Chridi Yarttis 924-2857 | Sandy Tarpley 924-9215
Patsy Slocum 9235510 | 2300 MistletoeAve. Forest Park Blvd. ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Sam & Jack Bradbury 924-9869 | Steve McReynolds  926-7955

MHAYEARLY DUES
Duesare $5, $10, $25 or more.
Your dues help to defer the cost
of this newsletter, the Mistletoe
Heights phone directory and
many other neighborhood
functions. Dues are accepted by
Leslie Houston (call for address -
923-3161).

Neighborhood Police Officer

East of Forest Park

Officer Leah T. Wagner

Office 871-8385
Mobile 991-8473
Pager 998-0673
Email:

L eah.Wagner @fortworthgov.org

Neighborhood Police Officer
West of Forest Park
Officer Kirk Byrom

Office 871-5471
Mobile 992-0185
Pager 998-0689
Email:

Kirk.Byrom@fortworthgov.org

To place an advertisement or for
actual mechanical sizes, please
call Jack Kendrick at 924-2800.
Ad rates are:

Businesscard size $18, 1/4 page
$36, 1/3 page $54, half page $61,
full page $120, and pre-printed
8-1/2x 11 insert fliers $60.

Thedeadlineisthe20th of each
month.




